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Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 


II at ſome of your ſcurrilities thrown 
out againſt the Scots nation, her ſeminaries 
of . and antiquity of the Earſe 
language, I come now to a matter, which 
once employed your o.n pen, and od 
much 8 the learned. 


In your Journky: to ' the Abuda, you 
5 peak of the place where Macbeth met the 
witches, a whim which Shakeſpear would 
have laughed at, ſince the ſeve articles of 
enchantment mentioned in his Macbeth, 
are contained in the 7th: book: of - Ovid's 
een, a work 
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— het will defy ther 


8 Of ford, of fire; ani] time's rolling age. | 
| It Backs rt Shakef - a 8 only ac- Ka 


quainted wich Ovid, conſequently, more 


with the Latin language than you have al- 


lowed; but that he believed leſs in the doc- 


trine of witches, and the ſecond fight than ' | 


you do? nay the ndble inſeription upon his 
tomb, and taken from himſelf, is but a 


=4 of that 1 Ne in Me- 


thaw TT quo FI correptac ue regia ak 
Ardeat, r mundi moles laboret: 


There was no tranſlation of Ovid in Shakef.. ; 


pear's time. The, right underſtanding the 
ory of Macbeth might have prevented a 


ſcene that ky enrol the —— atten- 


tion. 


Several criticks W the impro- 


priety of a man but twenty or thirty years 
old. acting the part of Macbeth, and arrayed 
rather like a in 1775 than a Scots 

chief, in the dreſs of 1057, Mr. Garrick 


himfelf-with all his ability, was in à man- 


ner a contraſt to that formidable warriour, | 
Y W low i in eee Wd naturally dimin-. 


* Ns 82 utive: R 


(7 4 S 
utive : whereas Macheth was Reg 8 


nervous, fierce, and gigantic: he had man- 


aged the war againſt the Danes for ſeveral 


years, deſtroyed their troops, attained te 


crown'at a time when he muſt have been 
upwards of forty yeats, and rei above 


age occaſioned the conſpiracy againſt Mr. 


attention of _—_— Wyers; Febru 
- 1775, when Mr. Mites,” Aw Lak. 


, 


James, and Clarke were convicted of oy 
Plot. againſt him ;- aplot whoſe atrociouſneſs 


was fully explained May 12th by bim, whoſe 


words and actions generally furpaſs thoſe | 
of other men: and when the fine compli- 
ment paid to maſter Macklin did no greater 
huonour to his merit, than tö Lord Mans- 


 field's oodneſs of heart. Mr. Macklin ne- 
ver better than td day, by modera- 


ting matters beyond what could be ex- 
pected. Macbeth when e was ha | 


| JR” 


_ ee ee oe Macbeth * the. 
- ſecond fight might conclude you rather to 
3 2 | 


bea wizard, thart a philoſop 
much ſhom y 
cular ? If you 


one would think you had been drunk while 


weakneſs in every 


N ſand, in 9 ſay there is no 


8 . Water, 


ſeventeen more; this miſtake of Macbeth's 


Macklin, Nov. any 1773, expoſed the 1 = 


u deſcribe a country as Mull, Y 


— — — fil. i eee 
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Water, nor road, whereas in your way from 
Tobermorrie to Ulva, you, yourſelf croſſed 
the water and road of Aros; your impu- 
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dence in repreſenting the ifle as a ſolid ſquare 
without promontories-and waters, was con- 


a demned ſeveral ſhipmaſters, ſince to fol 


low your direction might be attended with 
the loſs of many lives. Mull has actually 
ſeveral bays, promontories, two Iſtmus's ſe- 
veral patent toads, and three large waters, 
abounding with variety of fiſhes: Poor man, 
you went to the country from a malignant 
motive; if the names of. martyrs for the 
truth, drop from your pen, you revile their 
actions; your ſneers are dealt promiſcuouſly 
among individuals, ſeminaries of learning, 
nay and a whole nation! in ſhort you:ſhow 


ſuch baſeneſs, as would have ſubjected a 


ichool- boy to as ſevere a flagellation, as ever 
Dr. of himſelf was known: to on in the 


2 
+a 


Fe or a man to 8⁰ w 8 att bs as | 
preciate them becauſe they are not capable 


: -of producing. corn like Staffordſhire; is e- 


qually abſurd as to ridicule you for hot be- 


ses e ;of | dancing: the character of 


JOAN: Are * 0 Rainer: 


fats 
 Naturamque en. parrivqus impendere ” 
(vitam! 
judge 


- oß their firſt: charge; 


t 


nature has endowed it, which. leads me to 
paint at ſomething on winch POR of x more 
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| The Ebuderin- number, oY 10 are among 


WP 


8 05 all e of peas, vats, Harley 
. int and the moſt ſubſtantial vegeta- 


bles : nor is there an iſle except Coll, the 
fifth part of whoſe. ground is nbt arable; 
and yet by not duly attending to their na- 


tural. advantages, they only contain 25 pa- 
riſhes, and about 48600 inhabitants, in- 
— hiding women and children; tho: the ſoil be 
more generous than that upon the ſame pa- 
rallels of latitude, they neither have towns 


nor villages; in this the Shetland and Ork- 


; ney iſles excell them, there being in the for- 
mer two large tuwns, and in the latter, a 


-royab borough S alſtafely cathedral; they 


have the beſt water, the! fineſt ee 


and all of them ſurounded by an inexhauſt- 


ble fiſhery ; the air. is ih moſt parts pure, 
 ithelimates wholeſome,” the natives. hoſpit- 
Able antl bràve, and ſo terrihle iman attack, 


that it is almuſt ĩinpoſſible ta reſiſt the fury 


yet! 


north and ſouth Britain are ee fro te 


—— 4 


ns of; ARE Aba onbere ind ; 


many families both in 


to January zyth, when the benumbel 
Whale, half famiſhed- with hunger, quits 


| and bring continual joined by new x ſhoals, 


Ry ( 8 » 5 
| the MDonalds your own name (Man) 
POOR: a 


The fl <p ſeas are covered with fiſh, 
the cod, the ling, the tuſk, the herring, 
with myriads of others, . equally differing in 


„as land animals; every creature Whe- 
er of the land or ſea, has its re- 
Bh, form, taſte, colour, i „and each 


feed upon ſome reſembling — Pay .and 
next to them in magnitude; thoſe of the 


leſſer ſize being to them, what veniſon, wild 
or domeſtic! fowls' are to 


7 that 
feed upon animals. The delights in 
the 8 a fiſh about a foot. long, with 
a beautiful head i of its length, fix inches 


round at the breaſt, and r 
to the tail which is lon * 


cular, adorned: : VE — xeful- 
| nce that 1 is ine 5 . 
lat. ay x 83 where after a 


of 11 weeks, viz. from the 14 of Noi 


the caverns of the 


and begins a dread- 
ful havock, ſucking 1 in 


' they | 


6 


wey by the dme of their artival at lat. 75, 
become innumerable: here they ſeparate, 
2 . extending along the More of 
ibla, and Great Tartary ; atiother 
hare Greenland, and Iceland, and a third 
run down the coaſt of Norway, whence . 
they again divide; one part fteering weſt- 
Ward e Breſſa, Faro, and the Ork 
reys, or to the eaſtern coaſt of Scotland; 
When near Shetland, viz. lat. 61 they again 
ſubdivide, one branch flows toward the 
Orkneys and Pentland Firth; thro Which 
they are whirfed with rapidity, and the other 
toward the weſtern iſſes; they haye their . 


king, fight battles, engage, fly and retire: | 


| On the coalt of Norwa eir food is not ſo 


des on this laſt they are. better ſecured 


erous as on that of Skye and of Lewis ; . 


from the ravages of e e, than in =p 


higher latitudes. 


What t pity that a Alling company was 
not ſet up in theſe iſles, and a borough 
 erefted in five of the largeſt, where thoſe $ 
every nation might be invited, Whether 
Dutch, Danes, Ruſſians or Swedes : a law | FE 
ought certainly to be made that no veſſel was 
to fiſh in thele ſeas, whoſe. maſter did not 
oy his 1 8 ſetcle 9 the coalt, not- 
* withſtanding | 
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withſtanding he t:dif his; cargo 
e 8 oor EE 


Let the city of London give | the hiſt en- 
e for bringing cargoes of fiſh to 
her markets, this would: 1880 the price of 
butchers. meat, and give bread. to the. Jaz 


bouring poor, If once the canal from the | 
Clyde to the Forth was finiſhed, a ſhip wit 


den or cod, &c. might be brought from 


Iſla to Blackwall, as n as from Sh 


to Hambürgh or Amſterdam, Which 
are enriched by that article of 11 008 
Above 3900 buſſes are employed, W 
the great encouragement of Us Pop ders, 
net knitters, coopers, and e manufac · 


turer; many of theſe make th voyages in 


a'ſcaſon; not only ſupplying Rollen but 
Flanders and the Hanſe towns? by this trade 


2a million of 5 have bread, and about a 


million ſterling is gained to their revenue. 


Our advantages are beyond theirs? every 


thing is to be brought ' by them from * : 
whereas we have every thing within, our- 
ſelves, and, when the, canal is finiſhed, ſalt 


may be had from Sir Robert Henderlon's 


ans, oppoſite the Queens. Ferr 5 
bnferier to that of France or of an by 


wilh twenty ſhiprhaſters were ap 5 
each with * Ken falary of * to _ ? 
| . t a 2 


TJ. - 


the fiſhery, the town would ſbon be ſtocked 
with inhabitants, and 'tis a doubt if any 
| 9 grant to the Dutch could over 
t great law of nature, that whatever 
potentate is © is poſſeſed of a country, he cer- 
tainly has an unalienable power to ſo much 
of the ſea as runs along the coaſt, and is 
; bounded in the ordinary way way; at leaſt he 
 hasa power to enact laws, regulating the 
police and fiſhing upon it; "nay, when two 
continents, fuch as Sweden and Denmark 
line the ſame ſtrait or ſound, the ſame” 18 
| bem oe berween them. N 


Tis furprizing you ſhould tay Þ little of - 
the palace of Inverara, - built alter the mo- % 
del of that of the D Genoa, nor. yet 

of Lochow, a lake of 24 miles in length, 

and ap with ' iſles. Lochfine was 
overlooked by Sam. Johnſon, though it 

-communicates with the ſea, and contains - 

nan inexhauſtable fiſhery. You might have 

ſeen the place where were fought to bat- Z 

tles at Falkirk, the firſt: on the 22d of July 

1296, between the victorious King Ed- 

ward I. and the guardian of Scotland; and 

the ſecond on the 18th of January 1746, 

between the king's troops-and the Fretend- 

er to the crown. Vou might have obſer- 
ved the ſpot where was the deciſive engage- - 

C ment 


1 


7 
7 


( 32 ) 
ment 1 June 1314, between the re- 
: nowned Robert Bruce, and the unfortu- 
. nate Edward II. As alſo another in 1483, 
between King James III. and his ſon; the 
wall of Severus was paſſed over, as alſo the * 
ſpot where ſtood the temple of Terminus, | 
of whoſe ſtones the dykes and mills. now 
are compoſed; here is an exuberant diſtrict, . 
the carſe of Falkirk) whoſe wheat is little 
inferior to any in Europe; the manufac- 
tures, fine rivers, popyJous villages of the 
ſhire of Air where you was moſt polite] (oo 
tertained by Lord Loudon, with the 
lieſt monuments ſo deſcriptive of 9 — 
times, gave place to the monument of Dr. 
Smollet, of whom. it will not de improper 
: © draw a ſhort but impartial character. 


Tobias smollet, ſon to the (goodman). 
i. e. farmer of Verbem, 5 the ſhire of 
Dumbarton, was a man of little learn- | 
ing, and always 9 or perverſe- 
_nefs,- obſtinacy, and revenge. Being an 
apprentice to a Surgeon at Glaſgow, he elo- 
ped from his maſter, went abroad as third 
mate to 4 Surgeon in 1739, but ſoon took | 
to another 1 N for returning with a creole 


5 to e eee Dockers Man- 
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miete | Hiſtorian,” -and Romaheer at 
Chealſea, where every Sunday, his aſſiſt- 
ants criticized the monthly ſixpenny pam- 
phlets, - heard the deciſions of their hoſt, - 

and then retired with horror and ridicule. 


In 175 3 he was o found gilt of a cow- 
ardly aſſault upon an innocent man, Mr. 
Patrick Gordon, the real compiler of Rho- 
dere Random, and ſtriking the man after 
he was down; he was afterwards found 
guilty of writing a libel againſt Admiral 
Knowles, fined and confined: three months. 
to the pn of the King's Bench for his 
pains ; he was fluctuating in his friendſhip, 
and if an enemy his tender mercies were 
cruel ; a ſanguine temper appears in all he 
has done; his characters as of William I. are 
contraſts to themſelves ; that of King John 
the granter of magna charta, cat: thir- 
teen - epithets, each blacker than another, 
while that of Mary Queen of Scots is a pro- 
fuſion of encomium. Has account of the 
Duke of Cumberland's conduct in Scotland 
is ſhocking ; for fifty miles round all was 
e ſilence, horror and deſolation”? whereas- 
there was ſcarce à hutpulle1 down, a ſtone 
| diſplaced, or a perſon kill:d who was not 
actually in arms, even on the day of the 
dee, of Culloden, much leſs afterwards, - 
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nor ave I the leaſt reaſon to alter the AC 


count contained in my hiſtory of the rebel- 
lion; a book. which underwent five editions, 


and was was firſt publiſhed by Mr, Griffiths. 


Anno 1748, when he ne me to write 
* N of Scotland. 


smollets dilpoſition, v was roving and un- 


. * ſettled; nor had he judgment to inveſtigate 
- .a matter with ſagacity : however, he ; 657 


ſome. humour, but then it was of a kind 
ludicrouſly cruel, : and if once prejudiced he 
would propogate with his utmoſt dexterity 


of infinuation, a report hurtful to the in- 


nocent, would firſt condemn anonymous 
prodnctions, and then: aſcribe them poſſit- 


8 1 zvely. to people who did not know what 


ſize they were of: However it is a kind of 
. e to his tomb, that it was taken notice 
of by Doctor Samuel Johnſon, the man 
who could repreſent” an iſland as an entire 


quare, which in many places: 15 e 


1 with Bays. 


I dare ay your execrable ER went to 
breſs e conſulting Mr. Boſwell;whoſe - 
Politeneſs and generoſity of ſentiment” 
BY 5 him to harbour the rem- 
oteſt ſuſpicion that he was carrying a viper 

in his boſom : . MAP. freight * 
; Ns 


1 „„ 
and wait) and however 8 


goodneſs may confine him to a ſuent con- 


tempt, certain it is that you would have 
been recokned a Sceleſtus by the Pagans of 
antient Rome who would not have entered 
the ſame boat, not lodged under the ſame 
roof with a betrayer of the ſecrets of Ceres, 
or a violator of the ties of hoſpitality. | 


But paſſing y our baſeneſs, 1 heartly ik 
that the . — about your aſſertions, may 
the eyes of the — and make them 
give that due attention to the improvement 
of our fiſheries, which nature has furniſhed 
us with; Sometimes no leſs than 400 veſſels 
are employed at the Lewis at one time: 

the fill ara jibe Rho fn ypon the ſea ſhore 
about the veſſel, and tis obſervable that 
thoſe caught next the ſhore are ſweeter than 
thoſe at a further diſtance, a proof that the 
fiſh love reſt, and that nigh theſe ſhores, 

they find a food that agrees with them: 

| 2 proper attention to theſe, the revenue - 
By Great Britain might annually gain above 
a million ſterling, Cargoes from any part 
of the long iſle, or from Skye might be carri- 
edſ to the Bay of Biſcay, the coaſts of Spain, 
_ Portugal, - and the Mediterranean, much 
W than from DORA or Shetland, and 


far 


| _ j 
far ſooner than from Nefoundland, or any 
other part Po the Continent of America. 


1 have long conſidered the iſles as a mine 
hitherto neglected by thoſe who ought to 
have taken care — during the unatu- 

ral wars between South and North Britain, 

the inhabitants were generally in an intereſt 
oppoſite to that of their ſovereign? the Ed- 
wards Guy their wars were aſſiſted ſo far 
by the Iſlanders, that they gave no aſſiſtance 
to their natural ſovereigns, nay, ſometimes 
made a diverſion. in favour of thoſe with 
whom they were fighting hence number of 
other clans came in among them: that 
Coll whom you ſaw was the thirteenth laird 
of Coll, and the firſt of theſe was ſon to the 
third laird of Mac Lean: Since the union 
. with England, their cheiftains were general- 
ly in the intereft of France, the captain of 
Clanranald, almoſt the cheiftain of the Mac 


Donalds, and from whom the family f 


Antrim in Ireland is deſcended, — an 
officer in the French and 8 2 ſervice 
| almoſt 27 years. , 


1 have here to add that a deſire of pro- 
moting the fiſheries is more my aim, than 
any view towards raiſing my own fame, by 
makin 8 obſervations * 888 

0 


V 
ſo full of impudence, ſo repletę with faults, 
nonſenſe and ridicule ; tis truth I ſeek, but 
neither praiſe nor victory: the penfion you 
receive from the Government, may accord- 
ing to you palliate yonr execrable treatise 
taxation, no tyranny, ſo juſtly condemned, 
as contrary to the principles of magna charta 
the very ſpirit of the inſtitution of parlia- 
ments, and ſo diametrically oppoſite to the 
very firſt principle, that Taxation with- 
« out repreſentation, is ſlavery © in the 
ſenſe ofthe word; as may be ſeen in tne letter 
to Lord North, in favour of the Colonies: 
but indeed what excuſe you can have for 
condemning things of which you was 1gno- 
rant, ſurpaſſes my comprehenſion :* the con- 
cluſion of my former letter proceeds from 
no vanity in me, nor ſhould I think it a 
- great thing to be thought preferable to you, 
as many worthy gentlemen both of Great 
Britain and Ireland are every. way ſuperior : 
but I have not ſo much to do with your de- 
ſects in the literary way, as with your neg- 
lect and extravagance; for in a country a- 
| bounding with natural and artificial curio- 
ſities, a prodigious variety of fiſh, of ſhells, 
and of land animals, in a vaſt diverſity of 
ores, minerals, and foſſils, adorned with 
- the. remains of -the moſt ſtately fabricks, 
cloud capt towers, gorgeous palaces, high 
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e have. en- 


ther public with a 

e fal&and cxecra- 

8 footman Was to 
3 he would. be debatred the 


utility. The britiſh parliament have 


for many arg given the bay wo counte- 
. nance.to ſuch enquiries, many large heaths, 
- boundleſs . commons and extenſive waſte 


£.* 


grounds have been improved {ince the be- 


Sining of, the century; tis a queſtion if 
nine tenths of the kingdom of — be 
not taken in and improved ſince the con- 
1 with theſe i improvements came po- 
, and the number of inhabitants 
grew exceedingly: Trade followed of courſe, 
Rh; it frequently ſhifted her re- 
ſidence, yet commerce ſtill continued to 
flouriſh, and tis hoped it always will, a 
becoming emulation is far from being 
_  blameable,. every proprietor is to ſeek for 
his own advantage, and when this is found 
out the {ame will naturally be turned to the 


d but extend in a manner toward all. 
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bent upot cf e et — 


Eng, Gn and to his God ? every 


generous breaſt — conſidered ſych inves. 4 f 5 
gation as acts of the nobleſt Kind, the ede „ 


'S an high and elevated Genius: Fellow- 
Citizens have honoured them with wreaths 


of encomium, and adorned them with = 1 


civic crowns of applauſe; Cicero the | pag 
orator that irs, the bar of antient 
and whoſe goodneſs of hart. took in the 
whole of COT preferred the founders 
of Citys to the moſt extenfive and amazing 
conquerors : the co of Forts, 
founding of Towns, erecting 
places which had not fo much as a name, 


5 adorning Cities, embelliſhing them with 


 fquares, laying out Streets and? Lanes to the 
_ greateſt. adyantage, in ſhort every thing, 
the effect of mens hands, ue 57 18 fc ſirſt to 


wens ingenuity and goadn 


| Here it 18 ohſerrable f that tho' the 8101 
Boroughs in Scotland in number fixty-three 

among which four cities, viz, Edinburgh, 
Aberdeen, St. Andrews, and Gl 
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; yet, many of them are more antient than 
latter, many of them are great- 

Iy decayed: while others are vaſtly aug- 


mented: thus the city of Glaſgow is twice 


larger than at the beginning of the century; 


| . an excellent country, 


they have a vaſt conſumption for goods im- 
ported from America as well as for the produce 
within themſelves : her ſeminary of learn 
ing ſo famous over the world, draws Stu- 
'dents, and conſequently wealth from the 
ſeveral Provinces and Colonies of either 
Indies, and from the Carribee Iſles : the 
mode of education in Scotland is certainly 
'of the beſt kind, and in my humble opinion, 
*tis'better for a young man to ſtudy for half 
a year without a vacation, that to intermitt 
'thro' the intervention of terms; ſuch emi- 
nent maſters as have” flouriſhed either in 
England, or upon the continent, are well 
known there by their works and by their 
names; tis pity that any man ſhould en- 

deavour to interupt the harmony that now 
ſubſiſts among the learned: Sir Iſaac New- 
touns principia with that divine work upon 
the underſtanding are honoured and taught 

at Edinburgh, and the other Univerſities, 

while Mr. Maclaurins Fluxions, and Mr. Simp 

ſons conic ſections are received at Cambrige 
and quoted by thoſe that are connoiſſeurs, 
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ot the other towns in the weſt are en- 


Aden by the flouriſhing condition to which 

| Glaſgow by the induſtry of its inhabitants 
now is ved; in a word the weſt of Scot- 
land might be ſingularly benefited, if their 

| inhabitants had the countenance of govern- 
ment, and knew the rich and over growing. 


mines of which they are poſſeſſed. 


ir we take a view: of the W di- 


| 5 ſtrict, we will find many of her towns more 
flouriſhing than in antient times, and only 
the inland places going to decay : Aberdeen 


15 now twice more populous than formerly, 


her trade to the Baltic and to London is 
enlarged, and might be ſtill more ſo, if the 
fiſheries were properly encouraged : her ſe- 
minary of learning is in high repute, ſhe 


only proſtituted her dignity, 85 NIE 


favours upon you. 


There! is not a place in the Nun en, 
which might not be greatly aſſiſted, was this 


fiſhery to take place; the cities of St. An- 


1 and Edinburgh are famous for learn- 
„but might be ſtill more enobled, pro 


7 ed the ſcheme which by ſhould lk 
Propoſed, had hem _ 
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her throne. The peeviſh thought that En 
land and Scotland are in a manner diſtin 
and at yariance, .has but too much pre- 
vailed upon you: Blind to your own 
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land whi 
ſon may go from the one to the other with- - 


1 22 3 
- Several people have gone to theſe iſles, 
1 as few connections e u had, and 
all unanimouſly ſpeak well their natives, 
as a brave, ſpirited and martial people, and 
poſſeſſed of advantages which nothing but 
the want of encoura t could op trom 


being of the m ro. 
England, nay —_— adorn and dee 


root 


ACC - 


you havecultwatedevery kind of perverſeneſs, 


and like a perſon void of ſenie and human- 
ity, have athed things more deſerving cor- 
rection, wr either a a or an * 


wayman. 


The outliern and * parts of Scot- 
land, being every way ſo like thoſe of Eng- 
pe lye ſo contiguous, that a per- 


out boat or veſſel, nay without bridge, 
waggon, horſe, or any Lind of vehicle, 'tis 
needleſs to trouble — or myſelf with much 
about them; further than that they con- 


tain many mines of coal, nay lead mines of 


ineſtimable value, by which many thou- 
ſands have bread and more ſtill may have 
entertainment. 

The 


"th, 


The inexhauſtible lead mines belonging | 
to the duke of Queenſbury and to the earl 
of Hopton are a treaſure indeed, and were 


found out by an application and induſtry | 
that deſerve or ever to be admured, : 


A Gentleman of curioſity having one day | 
obſerved the lead duſt from the ſide of an 
eminence, concluded that a lead mine was 
there. Many people were ſet to ſearch for 
| it, but their fa — were abortive for ten 


full years, when the vein was diſcovered in 
this accidental manner. 


A man having a long pole in his THER 
with which he was probing the. mountain 


in queſt of the vein, had defpaired of find- 
ing it out, when a rat ſprung fuddenly out 
of an hole that. had eſcaped him; he run 
- againſt it with fury and reſentment ; the 
_O_ leaped into the hole, the man darted 

1 9 57 ag it, 33 with the force 


mines of metals more precious than lead, 


in ſome of theſe fubterraneous caverns of 
North Britain, People of your ſtamp and 


7 diſpoſition. 
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